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Training Objectives

Participants will:

Identify the roles and responsibilities of 
Rater #2.

Understand the Performance Levels and 
Descriptors on the Rating Form.

Utilize Supporting Evidence to determine 
ratings on each student assessed.

Understand the Rater Resolution process.



3

Dakota STEP-A

Test S
ecurity
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Security of Materials

It is important to follow ALL security 
measures before, during, and after the 
administration to ensure the integrity and 
validity of assessment.

All assessment materials must be kept in a 
secure location except when being utilized by 
Special Education teachers and colleagues.
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Security of Materials

Test security agreements and affidavits must
be completed prior to the Dakota STEP-A
administration.

By signing these documents, you are 
agreeing to:

exercise necessary precautions
follow established procedures to ensure the 
security of the content of all materials
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Special Education Webpage
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Special Education 
Assessment Webpage
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Where do we sta
rt?
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Who are the raters?

Rater #1
Student’s primary Special 
Education teacher

Rater #2
Colleague who knows and 
works with the student on   
a regular basis

Cannot be the parent
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Basis of Ratings

Rating is based on each rater’s knowledge
of the student’s current performance level.
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Why two ratings?

To ensure that assessment results 
provide the most accurate possible 
profile of the student’s achievement as 
observed and evaluated by educational 
professionals across multiple settings
throughout the assessment time 
period.
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Beginning the Process

Raters thoroughly review the DFA

Raters review the Rating Forms for each 
content area and grade level:

Reading (grades 3-8 and 11)

Mathematics (grades 3-8 and 11)

Science (grades 5, 8, and 11 only)
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Dakota STEP-A

Rating

Form
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Mathematics: Algebra

SAMPL
E o

f 

RATI
NG FO

RM



15

Dakota STEP-A

The Rating Form measures academic skills or 
tasks in Reading, Mathematics, and Science.

Ratings indicate the degree to which a student 
is able to perform each skill.

Rate EVERY task, even if some skills or 
activities do not seem to apply to the student 
or are to difficult to rate.
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Steps to Completing 
Assessment

The two raters independently complete a 
different Rating Form for each student.

Rater #1 Rater #2

Does not 
mark 
boxes for 
IEP and 
Submitting 
Evidence 



17

Rater #2: Steps to Complete 
the Assessment

Rater #1 gives the Supporting Evidence 
collected to Rater #2 to review.

Rater #1 gives Rater #2 a second Rating Form 
to complete on each student assessed in each 
content area applicable.
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Rating Form

For each content-based task (item), 
Rater #2 determines the 
performance level at which the 
student is observed performing each 
task or skill (item).
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Completing the Rating Form

Evaluate each student’s performance 
according to the following performance 
levels:

Nonexistent
Minimal
Emerging
Progressing
Accomplished
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Rubric for Performance 
Levels and Descriptors 

South Dakota STEP-A 2007 Directions for Administering Grades K-11
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Performance Level/Description

The student may be aware of or 
attend to the task in a highly 
structured setting, but he/she is 
currently unable to perform any 
part of the skill or demonstrate any 
knowledge and consequently unable 
to attempt without full physical 
prompting.

Nonexistent

South Dakota STEP-A 2007 Directions for Administering Grades K-11
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Performance Level/Description

The student attends to a task and 
can respond to some part of the 
knowledge and skills in at least one 
setting when given significant
physical, verbal, visual, or other 
prompting. The student may take a 
long time to respond but will 
indicate some attempt, either 
correct or incorrect, with accuracy 
up to 25%.

Minimal

South Dakota STEP-A 2007 Directions for Administering Grades K-11
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Performance Level/Description

After instruction and/or modeling, 
the student’s performance may be 
somewhat inconsistent in terms of 
accuracy, but he/she can respond 
to most or all of the task in at least 
one setting with moderate
prompting, if necessary, with 
accuracy generally ranging from 
25-49%.

Emerging

South Dakota STEP-A 2007 Directions for Administering Grades K-11
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Performance Level/Description

The student consistently performs  
the task in more than one setting 
with minimal prompting (repeat 
directions no more than 5 times or 
repeat directions in the middle of 
the task) with an accuracy level 
generally ranging from 50-79% if 
performed independently or 50-
100% with minimal prompting.

Progressing

South Dakota STEP-A 2007 Directions for Administering Grades K-11
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Performance Level/Description

The student consistently and         
independently performs the task 
across multiple settings with an 
accuracy level generally ranging 
from 80-100%.

Accomplished

South Dakota STEP-A 2007 Directions for Administering Grades K-11
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Performance Descriptions 
Regarding Prompting 

Includes providing verbal cues or touch cues to initiate 
or redirect the student.

Minimal 
Prompting

“Progressing”
Performance 

Level

Includes touching the student’s elbow to begin or 
continue the task; modeling may be done by the 
teacher or may be a model that the student follows, 
such as an alphabet strip used in order to alphabetize.

Moderate 
Prompting

“Emerging”
Performance 

Level

Involves prompts throughout the task.  The student 
attends to what he or she is doing by looking at the 
task and will attempt the task by reaching, making a 
verbal response, or through the use of assistive 
technology.

Significant 
Prompting

“Minimal”
Performance 

Level

Requires the teacher to use “hand-over-hand”
prompting throughout the entire task.

Full 
Physical 

Prompting

“Nonexistent”
Performance 

Level

South Dakota STEP-A 2007 Directions for Administering Grades K-11
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Demographic Data Page

Each rater must 
complete the 
information on the 
Dakota STEP-A
Demographic Data 
Page in the Rating 
Form booklet for each 
student being 
evaluated.  
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Supportin
g

Evidence

(Samples of Student W
ork)
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Sample of Student Work

The sample of student work submitted by Rater 
#1 only provides EVIDENCE of the student’s 
performance of an entire task (or as much of 
the task as the student accomplished).
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Supporting Evidence 
(Student Work Sample)

The sample demonstrates how the skill is 
performed by the student.

It should answer the question:

How can the student demonstrate the 
performance level of this skill to others?

on paper…for written work

on videotape…for visually 
perceptible tasks

on audiotape…for oral tasks
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Data Collection Form 
for Supporting Evidence

Content Area
Rating Form Item 
Number
Dates Assessed and 
Number of Trials
Range of Scores 
Obtained
Setting and Personnel
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Data Collection Form 
for Supporting Evidence

Type of Evidence 
Included:

Work sample
Data Collection Form
Media-photo, video, 
audio
Other
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Data Collection Form 
for Supporting Evidence

Purpose of the Task and 
the Expected Student 
Performance:

Need to include or 
attach a NARRATIVE 
addressing each
performance of the 
piece of evidence.
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Student

Work

Sample
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11th Grade Science
CONTENT AREA

This student was given a semester test to accurately 
assess what skills she has retained through the science 
semester.  The test includes the following areas of 
alternate content science standards:  

Life Science: 9-12.A.L.1.2 Students are able to recognize 
organisms are classified based on characteristics. 

Earth Science: 9-12.A.E.1.1 Students are able to 
identify cycles, 
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11th Grade Science and 
Health Semester Test 
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Example of Narrative

Purpose of the task and the expected student performance:
• Description of activity
• Student response
• Type and level of support (Prompts/Cues)
• Frequency
• Accuracy

The purpose of the semester test is to assess what the 
student has retained in multiple science areas throughout 
the given semester.  The student was given the semester 
test and was able to answer all questions with minimal 
help from staff.  Students was able to read all of the 
questions on the test independently.  She asked for 
assistance on questions she did not know the answer to.  
Staff would give her 1 – 2 verbal cues to answer 
questions.  Student was also able to use notes taken in 
class as a guide to answer questions.  This test was given 
1 time with 97% accuracy.
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Student Characteristics 
Survey

Only Rater #1
completes the 
Dakota STEP-A 
Student Survey.

Rater #2 DOES 
NOT complete the 
survey.  
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Rater #2: Steps to Complete 
the Assessment

Rater #2 submits the completed Rating Forms to 
Rater #1.

Rater #2 returns the Supporting Evidence to 
Rater #1.
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Score Resolution
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Final Steps

Rater #1 will review Rating Forms from both
raters and determine which, if any, items 
require a score resolution.  

Any item with Supporting Evidence that was 
NOT rated identically requires a resolution.

For all other items it is up to the discretion of 
Rater #1 as to whether a resolution should 
be made.



42

Score Resolution Worksheet

Raters #1 and #2 should review the ratings 
and Supporting Evidence in order to reach 
consensus on a score.

Ratings should not be changed on the Rating 
Forms.

A Score Resolution Worksheet must be 
completed to document the agreed-upon 
score.
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Score Resolution

1. Complete the Rater 1 and 
Rater 2 information as well 
as the student information.

2. Identify the Rating Form 
task number(s) for which a 
consensus score is 
reached.

3. Enter the rating(s) for each 
task listed by Rater 1.

4. Enter the rating(s) for each 
task listed by Rater 2.

5. Enter the Final Resolution 
Rating.

1

2

3 4 5
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Special Education Programs

Assessment Accommodations
Alternate Assessment

Linda Turner - 605-773-6119

Linda.Turner@state.sd.us

South Dakota 
Contact Information


